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BIOGRAPHY. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF 


MR. JAMES FERGUSON, 
Author of Lectures on Astronomy, Mechanics, &c. 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 
(Continued. ) 

As soon as I was able to go abroad, I car- 
ried my globe, clock, and copies of some 
other maps, besides that of the world, to the 
late sir James Dunbar, of Durn, (about se- 
ven miles from where my father lived,) as I 
had heard that sir James was a very good na- 
tured, friendly, inquisitive gentleman. He 
feceived me ina very kind manner, was 
pleased with what I showed him, and desired 
1 would clean his clocks. This, for the first 
time, I attempted, and then began to pick 
up some money in that way about the coun- 
try, making sir James’s house my home at 
his desire. Two large globular stones stood 
on the top of his gate; on one of them I paint- 
ed, with oil colors, a map of the terrestrial 
globe, and’on the other a map of the celesti- 
al, from a planisphera of the stars, which I 
copied on paper from a celestial globe be- 
longing to aneighboring gentleman. 

The poles of the painted globes stood to- 
wards the poles of the heavens; on each the 
twenty four hours were placed around the 
equinoctial, so as to show the time of the 
day when the sun shone out, by the bound- 
ary where the half of the globe at any time 
enlightened by the sun was parted from the 
other part in the shade: the enlightened parts 
of the terrestrial globe answering to the like 
enlightened parts of the earth at all times. 
So that whenever the sun shone on the globe, 
one might see to what places the sun was 
then rising, to what places it was setting, 
and all the places where it was then day or 
night, throughout the earth. 

During the time I was at sir James’s hos- 
pitable house, his sister, the honorable the 
lady Dipple, came there on a visit, and sir 
Jamies introduced me to her. She asked me 
whether I could draw patterns for needle 
work on aprons and gowns. On showing me 
some, I undertook the work, and drew seve- 
ral for her, some of which were copied from 
her patterns, and the rest I did according to 
my own fancy. On this I was sent for by 











other ladies in the country, and began to: 


think myself growing very rich by the mo- | 








ney I got for such drawings; out of which I 
had the pleasure of occasionally supplying 
the wants of my poor father. 

Yet all this while I could not leave off 
stargazing in the nights, and taking the pla- 
ces of the planets among the stars by my 
abovementioned thread. By this I could ob- 
serve how the planets changed their places 
among the stars, and delineated their paths 
on the celestial map, which I had copied 
from the abovementioned celestial globe. By 
observing what constellations the ecliptic 
passed through in that map, and comparing 
these with the starry heavens, I was so im- 
pressed as sometimes to imagine that I saw 
the ecliptic in the heavens, among the stars, 
like a broad circular road for the sun’s appa- 
rent course; and fancied the paths of the pla- 
nets to resemble the narrow ruts made by 
cart wheels, sometimes on one side of a 
plane road, and sometimes on the other, 
crossing the road at small angles, but never 
going far from either side of it. 

Sir James’s house was full of pictures and 
prints, several of which I copied with pen 
and ink: this raade him think I might become 
a painter. Lady Dipple had been but a few 


weeks there, when William Baird, esq. of 


Auchmeddin, came on a visit: he was the 
husband of one of that lady’s daughters, and 
I found him to be very ingenious and com- 
municative; he invited me to go to his house 
and stay some time with him, telling me that 
I should have free access to his library which 
was a very large one; and that he would fur- 
nish me with all sorts of implements for 
drawing. I went thither and stayed about 
eight months; but was much disappointed in 
finding no books of astronomy in his library, 
except what was in the two volumes of Har- 
ris’s Lexicon Technicum, although there 
were many books on geography and other sci- 
ences: several of these indeed were in Latin, 
and more in French; these being languages 
that I did not understand, I had recourse to 
him for what I wanted to know ef these sub- 
jects, which he cheerfully read to me; and it 
was as easy for him at sight, to read English 
from a Greek, Latin, or Frenck book, as from 


_an English one. He furnished me with pen- 
i cils and Indian ink, showing me how to draw 


with them; and although he had but an in- 
different hand at that work, yet he was a very 
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acute judge; and consequently a very fit per- 
son for showing me how to correct my own 
work. He was the first who ever sat to me 
for a picture; and I found it was much easier 
to draw from the life than from any picture 
whatever, as nature was more striking than 
any imitation of it. Lady Dipple came to his 
house in about half a year after I went thi- 
ther; and as they thought I had a genius for 
painting, they consulted together about what 
might be the best way to put me forward. 
Mr. Baird thought it would be no difficult 
matter to make a collection for me among 
the neighboring gentlemen, to put me to a 
painter at Edinburgh; but he found upon tri- 
al, that nothing worth while could be done 
among them. And as to himself, he could not 
do much that way, because he had but a small 
estate, anda very numerous family. 

Lady Dipple then told me that she was to 
go to Edinburgh next spring, and that if I 
would go thither, she would give me a year’s 
bed and board at her house gratis, and make 
all the interest she could for me among her 
acquaintance there. I thankfully accepted 
her kind offer; and instead of giving me one 
year slie gave me two. 

I carriéd with me a letter of ré€ommenda- 
tion from the lord Pitsligo (a near neighbor 
of squire Baird’s) # Mr. Jolin Alexander, a 
painter in Edinburgh: who allowed me to 
pass an houryevery day at his house, for a 
month, to copy from his drawings; and said 
he would teach me to paint in oil colors, if 
I would serve him seven years, and my friends 
would maintain me all that time: but this was 
too much for me to desire them to do; nor 
did I choose to serve so long. I was then 
recommended to other painters, but they 
would do nothing without money. So I was 
quite at.aloss what to do. In a few days after 
this I received a letter of recommendation 
from my good friend squire Baird, to the 
Rey. Dr. Robert Keith at Edinburgh, to 
whom I gave an account of my bad success 
among the painters there. He told me, that 
if 1 could copy from nature, I might do with- 
out their ussistance, as all the rules for draw- 


|ing signified but very litthke when one came 
to draw from the life; and by whet he had 
seen of my drawings brought from the north, 
he judged I might succeed very well in 








drawing pictures from the life, in Indian ink, 
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on vellum. He then sat to me for his own 
picture, and sent me with it and a letter of 
recommendation to the right honorable the 
lady Jane Douglas, who lived with her mo- 
ther, the marchioness of Douglas, at Mer- 
chiston house, near Edinburgh. Both the 
marchioness and lady Jane behaved to me in 
the most friendly manritr, on Dr. Keith’s ac- 
count, and sat for their pictures; telling me 
at the same time, that IT was in the very 
room in which lord Napier invented and 
computed the logarithms; and that if 1 
thought it would inspire me, I should ai- 
ways have the same room whenever I came 
to Merchiston. I staid there several days, and 
drew several pictures of lady Jane, of whom 
it was hard to suy, whether the greatness of 
her beauty, or the goodness of her temper 
and disposition, was the most predominant. 
She sent these pictures to ladies of her ac- 
quaintance, in order to recommend me to 
them; by which means I soon had as much 
business as I could possibly manage, so as 
not only to put a good deal of money in my 
own pocket, but also to spare what was suf- 
ficient to help to supply my father and mother 
in their old age. Thus a business was provi- 
dentially put into my hands, which I foilow- 
ed for six and twenty years. 

Lady. Dipple being a woman of the strict- 
est piety, kept a watchful eye over me at 
first, and made me give her an exact account 
at night, of what families I had been in 
throughout the day, and of the money I had 
received. 
desiring | would keep an account Of what | 
had put imto her hands; tellin ig fre that I 
should duly have out of it, what 1 Wanted for 
clothes, and to send to my father. But in less 
than halfa year, she told me that she woul 


She took the money each, night, 


thenceforth trust*me with being my own 
banker; for she had made a good deal of pri- 


vate inquiry how I had behaved whei I was 


out of her sight through the day, and was 
quite sutisfied with my conduct. 

During my two years stay at Edinburgh, 
1 somehow took a violent inclination to suudy 
anatomy, surgery and physic, all from reaa- 
ing books and conversing with gendemen ou. 
these subjects; which from that time put ali 
thoughts of astronomy out of my. niind, ana 
T had no inclination to become acquainted 
with any one there, who taught either ma- 
thematics or astronoiny: for nothing wouia 
serve me but to be a doctor. 
(To be continned. ) 
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what he has publicly taught when convicted 
of his error, and-who, with heartfelt joy, em- 
braces truth, though with the sacrifice ot fa- 
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For the Repertory. 
THE HEIRESS OF SOBEISKI. 
A ROMANCE. 


CHAPTER XI. 
(Continued.) 
Season your admiration fora while, 
Until I relate this marvel to you. 
. * * . 
Ohe bore a beaming torch, the other held 
A dagger, whose terrific blade was cased 
In clotted gore. 


Shakspeare. 


«Count Sobeiski,” said he, « you doubt- 
less know me well ere this, therefore I need 
make no apology for my intrusion.” 

“Too well I know you, desperate man! 
cried I, “My bleeding servants and my 
slaughtered babe, nay my own life nearly de- 
stroyed, have made you too well known to 
me! But the vengeance of offended Heaven 
‘will, ere long, be hurled upon your head!” 

« As a robber, I will not ask forgiveness 
for my attack upon you,” said Martix, “ nog) 
will I deny that I was hired to assassinate 
you, and that Austin was the villain who bri- 
bed me!” 

« How!” exclaimed I, while my beloved 
Imnia threw herself upon my bosom, “ have 
you but spared my life in the encounter, have 
you suffered me to behold my vassals slain 
around me, but for the savage pleasure of 
plunging your poniard at leisure in my bo- 
som? must you yet glut your insatiate rage 
deliberately, with the blood of my innocent 
wife? Detested homi@ighes!” 

Here the inhuman Laupold that had dis- 
regarded the orders of Martix, rushed for- 
ward, to commit the dreadful act of assussi- 
gation, when & blow from Martix arrested 
im. 


hd 


“ Begone, villain!” 


cried the captain of the 
robbers, ‘* twice already have you disobeyed 
me, but worst of all yous bloody soul could ne- 
ver suffer a helpless victim’s tears to touch it. 
This, count Sobeiski,” continued he, turning 
to me, “this is tue slave who dared to dis- 
obey me, when 1 gave orders to stop the 
slaughter.” 


« Heaven reward him,” cried I, “ as his 


merits deserve, for vengeance is not in my 
power!” 

« Fear nothing, count Sobeiski,” rejoined 
Martix, “no harm can reach you here. I 
could not take your life, but here you must 
remain forever!” 

“ This tell like a thunderbolt. My count- 
ess started from my breast, and in an agony 
of despair, reechoed, 

“ Forever! forever! 

« Forever!” replied the robber, i in a solemn 
and, | thought, aflecting Voice. 


* Bandit,” cried I, « have you preserved 
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me for a fate like this? must I forever re- 


main confined within these dismal walls to 
wear a life of wretehedness and grief /” 

* There’ sinolalternative!” replied Martix, 
“I have §worh, you shall not trouble my 
employer mone, though when I took that 
outh, I determined not to kill, but to secure 
you in thisyetreat, until your death or mine 
release me“from my vow! Here then, my 
lord, you must remain until one or other is 
no more!” .3 e 

“ Remorseless wretch!” cried I, ‘ here, 
here is my naked bosom, bury your thirsty 
poniard in my heart} and quench it in my 
blood! but do not say we must remain for- 
ever in this gloomy cave!” 

« T have suid, my lord,” returned he, « and 
as I have said, so must it be!” 

« Then welcome gloomy walls,” said I, 
“while I linger with you, but death will 
quickiy rob you of my solitary company!” 

«Nay more, my lord,” said Martix, “ and 
let your prudence tell you how necessary it 
is to accede to my request, | would wish you 
and the countess to divest yourselves of your 
apparel, and dress in garments which I will 
procure.” 

« How,” exclaimed I, «« must I submit to 
such degrading acts!” 

“ Base slave!” cried Braubenski, indig- 
nantly. - 

The count continued. 

“ Indeed, my lord,” said Martix, * were it 
not absolutely necessary, 1 would not require 
it of you; it is necessary to deceive our em- 
ployer, and what can the loss of these gild- 
-d trappings be to you in this dreary man- 
sion! These clothes we will place upon a 
male and female of your Sinughtered train, 
Found disfigured, and with yourgurments on, 
it will be concluded that you are no,more, 
and all inguiry ceases.” 

« We felt the force of this .remark, and 
conceiving a fond hope that one dey we might 
obtain « reicase, the countess Coiuseiuted, and 
leaving the garments we now wear, the ban- 
dit retired, while we complied with his de- 
sire.” 

« Since that hour,” continued the count, 
“we have made many meffectual attempis to 
escape.” 

* Justice will soon reach the villain Mar- 
tix,” cried Br.ubenski. 

«] would not lave it so,” said the count, 
“if he can be prevailed upon to quit his pre- 
sent life, tor he has used me kindiy.” 

Sobeiski now related his adventure with 
the person whom the robbers conveyed out of 
the abbey, through his chamber; and was, the 
réader_ may naturally suppose, astonished, 
when Braubenski informed him ‘twas the 

iug, and related the adventure oi Stanislaus 
with the vand. 
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Braubenski now made Sobciski acquaint- 
ed with the conduct of Linhault, and the 
count and countess expressed their grati- 
tude, declaring that whether the event prov- 
ed Ferresburgh innocent or guilty, the yeitith 
should receive their daughter, if théy’were 
so happy as to recover her. i 

On arriving at the castle, they#found it in 
confusion, and Braubenski we@ifesting to be 
conducted to the king, réé@ived no answer, 
for all stood transfixed WHEW astonishment at 
beholding their belovet#Jord, but when the 
peasant declared him4@ be alive, and Sobei- 
ski spoke to them, joy succecded to asto- 
nishment, and their Shouts of transport rung 
through the castle. After the tumult had 
subsided, Marden informed them that the 
king had been droused about midnight by 
Flaurice, who had requested him to hasten 
to the avenue beneath the western wing, as 
his master, Ainhault, had sent him in haste 
with the r¢gfuest to ais majesty. 

Sobeiskf suspecting something was the 
matter, requested Braubenski to accompany 
him, and’together with him and the countess 
hastened to the avenue. 

During the transactions at the abbey, a 
scene of a different nature had taken place 
near the castle. 

Whem Linhauit gave Flaurice orders to be 
on the a@lért, he entered the hail and sat 
down bythe fire, ordering Lopez to remain 
sometime with him, and after sitting there 
a short time, started suddenly from his chair, 
and hastily proceeded to the garden, disturb- 
ed with fears for the safety of Thadia. 

He seated himself on a tuft of grass, and 
gave Wa ®p all the feelings which the situ- 
ation of Hig? father, Thadia and himself might 
be suppos@d to,inspire, when a noise in an 
arbour neat, him aroused him from his con- 


templatiog, ‘He drew his rapier and exclaim-. 


ed, ‘‘ Who’s there?” 


Flauricesfemat was him, knowing his mas-_ 


ter’s voice, answered, « *Tis I, my dear lord, 
’uis 1” and inamediately sprung out of his 
concealment. 

“Is it you, my dear master?” continued 

e,« 1 thought may be it was that diabolical 
Austin, and I hid myself in the arbor to keep 
clear of his dagger!” 

“ Well, well,” replied Linhault, « ’tis not 
Austin, but your master; therefore dismiss 
your fears, and tell me immediately what 
has happened.” 

* Such a discovery!” ejaculated Flaurice. 

«Of what!” demanded Linhault, impati- 
ently. 

«The greatest,” continued Flaurice, “since 
the priest blew himself up with gunpowder!” 

« Flaurice,” said his lord, “as you dread 


my heaviest displeasure, instantly ease my | 
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impatience of the weight that hangs upon it. 
What,of my Thadia, what of Austin?” 

Nothing of Thadia, my lord,” replied 
the squire, “ but a great deal about Austin. 
I am sure the diabolical monk is upon sqnie 
terrible errand!” 

“ Have you seen him to night?” inquired 
Linhault, with earnestness. 

“T have indeed, my lord,” replied Flau- 
rice, “ and not half an hour since.” 

« Tell me how, when, where?” cried Lin- 
hault impatiently. 

“ Here, on this very spot,” answered Flau- 
rice, “ but, my lord, you shall hear; after you 
commanded me to be upon the watch, I de- 
termined not to close my eyes, (for if there 
is any thing, my dear master, that can make 
a man brave, it’s gratitude,) so, my lord, I 
drew my sword and sailied out of the castle 
into the garden. As I was sauntering along, 
I heard footsteps behind me. I was a little 
afraid, I confess, and you'll confess, my lord, 
presently, that I had cause to be. The foot- 


steps advanced very faust, und as I did not, 
wish to meet any body just at that moment, | 


I made bold to siepinto the bower.” 

“Well, weil,” interrupted Linhault,«quick - 
ly, quickly!” 

«IT had not been long there,” continued 
Flaurice, “when I saw Austin pass with a 
small lantern, and a villain disguised, with a 
drawn dagger in his hand!” 

“ Indeed!” cried Binhault, starting. 

“Tis truc, mj >” ‘said Figurice, “ 
followed them at a convenient distance, until 
they stopped at the avenue, beneath the west- 
ern wing, and entered into conversation; I 
then returned to inform you, and hearing a 
noise again, I very prudently jumped into 
the arbor again, and am glad to find it your 
jordship.” ” 

“ This is very strange!” said Linhault. 

« No, my lord,” said Flaurice, « not so, I 
am convinced there’s death dealing round us; 
that avenue I told you of, I know covers a 
flight of stairs that conduct to chambers long 
uninhabited, and in one of which, I am sure, 
if Miss Thadia is in the castle, she is con- 
fined.” 

“ Ha! it may be so indeed!” cried Lin- 
hault. 

** And doubtless, my lord,” said Flaurice, 
“ that disguised ruffian is conducted there by 
Austin to despatch her!” 

‘** How!” cried Linhault, “ murder her! O! 
how Iii tear the slave! Quick, conduct me 
to the spot, ere this, perhaps, his poniard 
drinks her blood!” 

The faithful squire went before his lord. 
Conyinced of his having performed a meri- 
toriows®action, his bosom swelled with con- 
scious pride, and_he really thought-that he 





| hostile to happiness, so degrading 
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should have courage enough to attack the 
assassin of Thadia himself. 

UBALDO. 
(To be continued.) 


—_ ee — 


é For the Repertory. 
THE CABINET” No. XVII. 


dh: 
What is honorf_A word. SHAKSPEARE,. 


Wearied in my pursuits after this phan- 
tom, I am at length persuaded of the justice 
of the description of Falstaff, for it would 
seem that honog i is at present “air” indeed. 
There is so much profession to it, with so 
little justice; so many acts committed under 
its auspices, and so great’a respect evinced 
for its power, that were we to judge from 
report, we must consider it a giant, but if 
we scrutinize it with care, as it is now un- 
derstood, it will dissolve before us like the 
mist of the morning. If, however, we cannot 
discover it in propria persona, we Can xt least 
look to its effects, and of these there is per- 
haps none more melancholy than that of du- 
eliing. 

There is something in its appearance so 
to human 
nature, that did we not ourselves observe the 
reverse, we would be ready to suppose, that 
all mankind would exclaim, with the same 
emotions of horror, ‘‘ go, monster, to thy na- 
tive hell!’ but instead of this, we see it hail- 
ed by persons who profess to Aonor: and dis- 
guisedly introduced into society as the de- 
fender of character: we see it courted by the 
great, admired by the humble: we hear its 
praises echoed by persons who profess to 
beiieve in a futurity, and who blazon their 
tuith, hepe, and charity abroad. What are 
their reasons! To defend their honor: to pro- 
tect themselves from the sneers of the world, 
to establish their courage, to consolidate 
their reputation: and how? By the blustering 
inhumanity of a bravado; by tearing happi- 
ness from the bosoms of many, and even by 
disregarding life? 

If a man think he is insulted, he should 
beware of too hasty a conclusion; if he know 
himself to be so, he should pardon the ageres- 
sor; he should make allowances for the im- 
patugsity of his disposition, by not giving 
way,@o his own: the first would be a princi- 
le of christianity, the latter an indication of 
sense..4df this were the case, duelling 
ould be much less frequent; it would not 
ppen at all: but as it is, how often do we 
e, one may have an enmity at another, the 
dying embers of which he is continually dis- 
turbing, and which he uses every endeavor 
to kindle into a blaze: each word his enemy 
makes use of is weighed in the false balance 
of premeditated hatred, and each action is 
observed by the distorting eye of resolute 
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revenge. He at length finds an opportunity 
for calling him to the field, which, had he 
not been on the alert, he never would have 
discovered, and in which no one can perceive 
an insult but himself. Here is a man sum- 
moned to battle,,.with, perhaps, not 4 single 
sentiment of dislike-in his bosom, and con- 
formably to the laws of this murderous prac- 
tice, he is condemned in the defence of his 
own life, to seek that of his antagonist. How 
distressing his situation! how dreadful the 
state of his mind! He is demanded satisfac- 
tion for a fault he is unconseious of having 


committed, and required to make atonement | 


for a crime that never stained his breast. 
Yet he is an advocate for honor, and although 
he leave a wife and family in distress, he 
cannot consider their miserics equal to its 
protection. It will be said in his favor by its 
advocates, that « the feelings of man are ten- 
der, the idea of cowardice thunders through 
his soul, and in its loud career, «the small 
still voice of conscience’ is too often lost.” 
And is conscience, then, of such a small ac- 
count as this? Are the ties of human nature 
to be thus deliberately broken asunder, the 
order of society thus maliciously deranged, 
and the commandment of Heaven thus scorn- 
fully disregarded? Is a murder, committed 
under the name of duelling, to be sanctioned, 
even praised, when if it were considered as 
a murder, its perpetrator would be subject 
to punishment, and looxed upon with horror: 
*« Can such things be, 
And overcome us like a summer’s cloud, 
Without our special wonder?” 

In the above example I have shown the 
power of the challenger: but it must also be 
observed, that a man possessed of the same 
principles, may provoke a challenge from 
one who is not his equal in corporal strength, 
and who flies with avidity to the pistol, as 
his only means of defence. I consider either 
of these men no better than a cunning trai- 
tor, a deliberate assassin, or a disguised mur- 
derer, and as such, think they should be treat- 
ed by the law. 

Seeing the probable imposition of both 
characters, in this detestable performance, if 
it is permitted at all, it is plain that the ill 
effects of duelling can only terminate ‘with 


itself: and I blush for my fellow men, when 


I think it has been so long countenanceds 
and to many so fatally pursued. 


GREGORY GRAVITY.’ 
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Who, at the relation of some unmerited 


misfortune, smiles, is either a fool, a fiend, 
or a villain. 
Who pretends to litle when he might as- 


_ sume much, fecis his own importance and 


appresses not, is truly respectable. 





For the Repertory. 
SELECTOR. No. VII. 

Phoebus, weary with his diurnal coutse, 
had dismissed his tired horses from his cha- 
riot, shining with ambient gold, and reclined 
his head on a downy pillow to repose. His 
steeds strolled under the Hesperian quarter 
of heaven, plucked ambrosia for grass, and 
renewed their wonted fire with celestial food. 
The shield of Cynthia was full, she had ari- 
sen from the east, and dispelled the sable 
mantle of dusk. The bright evening star had 
resumed his seat, and the whole concave sky 
appeared as a vast amphitheatre, adorned 
with the most beautiful gems of Arabic. The 
grand, sublime appearance of the heavens, 
the solemnity of the place, the gentle warb- 
lings of a neighboring brook, conspired to 
impress on my mind the existence of Jupi- 
ter, and to induce repose. I threw myself on 
a couch, and Morpheus condescended to 
touch my eyelids with his wand, and there 
appeared the following vision. 

Methought that I beheld, decked in white, 
the most elegant figure in creation. I was 
convinced that she was the offspring of the 
gods; or that she was the joint production 
of heaven and of earth. Her placid counte- 
nance was more smooth than the flowing of 
the gentlest stream; her lips more beautiful 
than a cluster of wild grapes; her flaxen hair, 
moved by the cooling zephyrs, flowed be- 
hind her like that of a swimmer, when borne 
on the face of the curling flood; in one hand 
she held the flaming gis of Minerva, in 
the other, an olive branch, with this inscrip- 
tion, “‘ Peace and friendship with all nations, 
entangling alliances with none.” On a sud- 
den all nature was convulsed, the beautiful 
scenery of the heavens, those illuminations 
of earth, were shrouded in black, and Jost in 
darkness. I heard a rumbling noise at a short 
distance, and beheld one through the gloomi- 
ness of the shade, rushing more furiously 
than a lioness, when deprived of her young, 
or the desolating hurricane; her countenance 
was more dreadful than the agitated deep, 
when ruffled by a storm, or those dismal 
uvenues that lead to Tartarus; her eyes flash- 
ed with the love of slaughter; and her hands 
were distained with the blood of thousands. 

I was struck with astonishment; and while 
reflecting on the contrast of the two figures, 
the heavens opened, and a voice proclaimed 
‘She who held the branch in her hand isthe 
ivenius of Columbia. It is Liberty. Nourish 
her as the handmaid of happiness. She with 
-he threatening hand is Despotism. Her 
hands are stained with the blood of mankind, 
sucrificed at the shrine of intolerance. Avoid 
her as the bane of society. My dream ended, 
and I awoke, 


For the Repertory, 

To that Noun of Multitude who signs himself 

The Public. 
Numerous Sir, 

Ha! ha! ha! “ you'll excuse my tittering a 
bit; but“it be so silly, your taking myself for 
I.” You know Risidde’s my name, and risible, 
I assure yOu,is my nature. Most of the hu- 
man family, those whe know say, come into 
the world cryingpbut your multinominal ma- 
jesty may rest satiffied that the Risib/es al- 
ways come into théiWorld laughing, and as I 
am one of the family}f course I am always 
laughing, ha! ha! ha! 

Now sir, I am a true disciple of Demo- 
critus, who was, your sage highness knows, 
a philosopher that laughed at the follies and 
errors of mankind, and, est Aominis errare; 
I hope therefore that you’ll pardon my laugh- 
ing at yours. Andon the contrary I advise 
you to imitate Heraclitus, who wept for the 
inconsistencies of others, and weep for your 
own. I recollect somewhere to have read 
that ‘“‘a sense of our own ignorance is the 
first step towards knowledge;” I hope, sir, 
you have profited by the maxim, and taken 
the fret step, though the foot print cannot 
be observed in your erudite note. It is very 
easy, sir, to be an egotist, but believe me, 
very difficult to become a man of erudition. 
When you are about penning another note, 
recollect that Dr. Blair m his Lectures on 
composition says, that feraficuity is one of 
the first things to be attended to. If these 
valuable books are not in your collection, I 
will lend you an edition for a short-time. 

I have read of a frog, who, influéeed by 
envy, a most rancorous weed, oncé aftempt- 
ed to swell himself into a dud’. Will this do, 
brother! said he to his companion. No.— 
Well, will this’ Not quite —Welljthis then? 
—Aias! he burst in the attempt, @hd sunk 
into native nothingness. 

Now sir, for the sake of exaitwple, we will 
make a frog of you, ind suppise you squat- 
ted in some envious yuagmirejcroaking forth 
your venom; then presumptuously endeavor- 
ing to swell yourself into the pubiic, like the 
frog your namesake into a bud/; and what is 
the consequence? what do we see? A silly 
puff, in venting which, like your i/ustrious 
fredecessor, you have burst, and must sink 
into insignificance, where we shall leave you 
after we have noticed your diabolical hints 
and miserable innuendoes. 

But sir, though you have not swelled your- 
self into one, you have at least made a very 
great dull, in accusing us of plagiaty; yet in 
sooth, in one point of view we are guilty, 
for in order to send it to the press, we copied 
it, though not veréatim, from our book of 





manuscripts. But sir,, you have accused us 
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of a monstrous literary theft! and yet sir, we 
are at a loss to know what your note means, 
for like other communications from the eus- 
frected source, it is difficult to be understood. 

We cannot exactly recollect, in what num- 
ber of the Tickler, (for it was never pub- 
lished in any other paper, except as copied 
from that,) you must have seen our ‘ Sot,’ in- 
serted over a different signature and under 
a different heading; but if you will be good 
enough, and honest enough to let us know 
what number it was in, we will procure a 
certificate from Mr. Helmbold, the editor, 
not. to convince the self elected representa 
tive ofthe public, but to convince the fud- 
lic themselves that their representative has 
“ o’erstepped, the modesty of nature.” We 
think, however, that the following extract 
from the note addressed to us in consequence 
of'our application for a certificate, will satis- 
fy every unbiassed mind. 

*T have not. a file at hand, of the third 
volume of the: « Tickler.’ If you can desig- 
nate the number in which it was published, 
I will give you the certificate you require.” 

Yours, &c. G. H. 

Like- ourselves, Mr. Helmbold thought 
that the certificate would look awkward with-. 
out specifying the number, that any one 
might refer. We do not know that it was 
published in the third volume, however, you 
must know, and upon your sfeaking out like 
aman, we pledge ourselves to present the 
certificate to the public. 

We do not pay sufficient deference to your 
opinion, great noun of multitude, or signify- 
ing many, to take the trouble ourselves, but 
if you wish further satisfaction, you can have 
it, by taking a jaunt down to Gloucester, and 
inquiring for Mr. Shivers Cousins, the gen- 
tleman who, in Auméle frrose, told us that 
part of the anecdote relative to the ded, and 
who was close by us when we wrote the 
piece in question, in the year 1806, on bourd 
the ship Asia, somewhere near the Cafe of 
Good Hofie. 

We cannot close, without a few more re- 
marks on your note. In the first place, we 
sincerely hope we may never sce the ‘ Sot’ 
exemplified in your honorable self, and ad 
vise yow never to say who is mo¢ the author 
of a piece, until you ascertain who really 
és; lest, as in the present case, the Othedle 
(if we recollect right) of the Tickler, shouid 
prove to be the Ralph Risible of the Reper- 
tory. 

Weare convinced the public will not think 
us too severe upon their self created advo- 
cate, when they, nor he himself, when he 
considers deliberately how he has Jaid him- 
self open in his rash assertion. Nay, he ab- 
Solutely deserves censure for presuming to 





sign himself ‘ The Public;’ thus one man an- 
swering for thousands!! If this were permit- 
ted, nothing could appear without being con- 
demned and executed by the frublic, for any 
production; even Pope, has had his censu- 
rers; and if their voice were to be consider- 
ed as the voice of the public, the works of 
this poet, nay his memory would be covered 
with obloquy. We instance this, merely to 
prove the absurdity and impropriety of such 
assumptions. 

Had you openly accused me, and men- 
tioned where you had found the piece in 
question, I should have thought myself ob- 
ligated to banish suspicion from your mind, 
but fearing to make an open accusation, you 
have thrown a hint too obvious to be mista- 
ken, and of course deserve ridicule, and not 
a serious reply from RALPH RISIBLE. 


+ oe 
For the Repertory. 
STANZAS TO WALTER SCOTT, ESQ. 
On perusing his Lady of the Lake. 
All hail to the minstrel whose soft swelling numbers 
Melefiuous flow and with feeling combine; 
Health, health to his heart, and most tranquil his 
slumbers, 
While the bard of the north shall repose ’neath the 
pine, 
Silent his harp remain 
Till the minstrel again 
Wander the hills of Parnassus among; 
When it wakes at his touch, again 
His fathe shall sound through each glen, 
Walter of Scotia, the child of the song. 
On the wings of renown, o’er white foaming ocean, 
His genius has sail’d, and his merits are known; 
And his harp, while it pleases, yet fills with emotion 
The bosom subdued by its soul melting tone. 
The sweet smiles of the fair, 
And their cherishing care 
The bloom of his laurels shall ever prolong; 
In the groves of the west 
Shall his name be imprest, 
Walter of Scotia, the child of the song. 
Be his temples with chaplets of laurel surrounded, 
The flowers of poesy bloom on his crest, 
They sweetly expand, and their fragrance around 
spread, 
The shafts of the critic to charm from his breast. 
Oh! again wake the lyre 
Which the bosom can fire, 
Applause extort even ftom apathy’s tongue; 
While each far and near glen 
Shall reecho again 
Walter of Scotia, the child of the song. 
ORLANDO. 
es 
For the Repertory. 
RURAL REFLECTIONS. 
Far from the busy world, and cares of life, 
Beneath a shady oak, I sit, alone, 
Unseen by man, to meditate and ponder 
On fair creation’s works; how sweet the employ! 
Pensive I muse on all surrounding heaven, 
While nature, deck’d in living green, looks gay. 
Her face how lovely. her attire how fair! 
How grand, how beautiful the rural scene! 





The warbling flock, the lowing herd, 
Unite, and with a mutual zeal conspire 
To speak the greatness of creative power. 
And will vain man, prompted by base desires, 
And new flush’d, ever flattering hopes, dare cal 
The being of a God in question? Let him 
Be mute and still, while all creation round, 
In loudest accents speaking, utters forth 
Its Maker’s praise With patient eloquence, 
It bids us know, that nought was made in vain, 
Nor aught without a cause. 
. * * 7 . 

As evening shades draw nigh, the humble swain 
Retiring happy from his daily toil, 
Fast onward trudges to his distant cot. 
Contentment sweet, and health, of blessings this 
Most blest, pervades his rustic family. 
Their homely meal more pleasure giv) the taste, 
Than the rich dainties that the great © joy. 
The little group, whose plump and ruddy cheel:» 
And sparkling eyes bespeak their happiness, 
Strangers alike to sickness and to care, 
Remote from sorrow, dwell in sacred peace. 
Their lot how envious, how supremely blest! 
While man, infatuate man, with blinded zeal, 
Enters the field of battle, blood and carnage, 
His prospects gloomy, and before him nought 
But trouble and distress; the humble swain, 
Far from the din of war, and killing care, 
Is happy; all his fondest hopes are blest; 
His cup of health and peace is full; his heart 
With conscious bliss and gratitude o’erflows. 

HERMINIUS. 

— 
For the Repertory. 

A correspondent, for whom we have a very 
great esteem, has handed us the following, 
requesting us to give it a place in our Laugh- 
iana (“if we may be allowed the expression”) 
acknowledging that it had been before pub- 
lished in the Freeman’s Journal. 


RALPH RISIBLE. 
_ THE QUID OF TOBACCO. 
When chilling disappointment sours, 
And from my view all pleasure ’s hid, 
When the sweet brow of Julia lowers, 
I sooth my sorrows with a quid. 
When cursed ennui racks my mind, 
With eager haste the boy I bid 
Hand me the ro//, and quickly find 
Sure source of comfort in a quid. 
When the rude winds how! o’er the plain, 
And rains beat on my humble shed, 
I neither heed the wind nor rain, 
But calmly chew my precious quid. 
Perhaps some friend may pensive say, 
When of this weary life I’m rid, 
‘« Here lies poor Dick, he ’s turn’d to clay, 
Gone are thé pleasures of his quid.” 
DICK DOWLAS. 
——— + 
Mr. Garrow, examining a witness, asked 
him what his business was. He answered, @ 
dealer in old iron. Then, said the counse), 
you must of course be a thief. I don’t see, 
replied the witness, why a dealer in iron must 
necessarily be a thief any more than.a deal- 
er in drase. 
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Philadelphia, 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1810. 





MARRIED, 

On Sunday evening last, by the Rey. Phi- 
lip F. Myers, Mr. Josef Pyle, merchant, of 
Chester county, to Miss Mary Burkart, of 
this city. 

On Thursday evening last, the 20th inst. 
hy the Rev. Dr. Rogers, Mr. Mark Simpson, 
of Chester county, Pennsylvania, to Miss 
Mary Dietz, of this city. 

Also, Mr. James Simpson, to Miss Eliza 
Lees, both of Philadelphia county. 

« Though fools spurn Hy men’s gentle powers, 

We who iniprove his golden hours, 
By sweet experience know, 

That marriage rightly understood 

Gives to the tender and the good 
A paradise below.” Cc. 

At Perth-Amboy, on the 19th of Oct. by 
the Rev. William Mills, Mr. Uzziah Cod- 
dington, aged ahout 70 years, to Miss Jemi- 
ma Flood, of Woodbridge, aged 28 years; 
vnaking only the small difference of 42 years 
in their ages. 

DIED, 

On Tuesday evening, Mr. Joseph Ker, in 
the 62d vear of his age. 

At Rutland, Vermont, on Sunday the 2d 
inst. the hon. Jsrael Smith, late governor of 
that state, in the 52d year of his age. 

———__ 
CONGRESS. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, December 12. 

The following letter and report were re- 

céived from thé secretary of the treasury: 
Treasury Department, 


December 11, 1810. 
Sir, 


I have the honor to enclose a report, pre- | 


pared in obedience to the act entitled ‘An 
act to establish the treasury department.” 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The honorable, 
The speaker of the house of representatives. 
REPORT. 

In obedience to the directions of the act 
supplementary to the act entitled « An act 
to establish the treasu ~ department,” the se- 
cretary of the treasury respectiully submits 
the following report and estimates: 


REVENUE. 


sources from which that revenue was deri- 
ved during the year 1809. 

It is ascertained that the nett revenue 
arising from the same duties, has, for the 
three first quarters of the year 1810, exceed- 
ed 7,500,000 dollars, and it is believed that 


twelve miilions. 

The sales of public lands north of the ri- 
ver Ohio, have, during the year ending on 
the 30th of September, 1810, as appears by 
the statement (C.) amounted to 159,000 acres, 
and the payments by purchasers to 610,000 
dollars. , 
| The same statement shows that the total 
_amount of sales, irom the establishment of 
| the land offices im the year 1800, to the 30th 
September, 1810, have amounted to 3,168,000 
acres, which have produced 6,681,000 dol- 
lars; of which sum 1,646,000 dollars remain 
due by purchasers. The sales in the Missis- 
sippi territory, being (after deducting expen- 
ses) appropriated in the first place to the pay- 


Georgia, are distinctly stated. 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

1. Year ending on the 30th of September 1810. 
The actual receipts into the treasury, 

during the year ending on the 30th 

of Sept. 1810 have amounted to $8,688,861 17 
Making, together with the balance in 

the treasury, on the Ist of October ; 

1809, and amounting to 5,826,936 O1 








an aggregate of 14,517,797 18 


The disbursements during the same year 
have consisted in the following items, viz. 
Civil department, including miscellane- 

ous expenses, and those incidental to 

the intercourse with foreign nations 1,249,200 06 
Militia and Indian de- 

partments 
Navy 


2,514,525 75 
1,674,755 50 





Interest on the public debt 2,735,898 91 








Total current expenses 
Payments on account of the principal 
of the public debt 


} 


2,884,409 24 








| Amounting together, as will appear 

| raore in detail by the statement (E.) 

| to 

And leaving in the treasury on 30th 
of Sept. 1610 a balance of 








| 

| 14,517,797 18 
| It therefore appears that the actual re- 
, ceipts into the treasury have exceeded the 
' current expenses of government, including 
‘therein the interest on the debt, by a sum of 
| five hundred thousand dollars: the expenses 





The nett revenue arising from duties on 


ring the year 1808, amounted to $10,348,000 
The nett revenue arising from the same 
sources, which accrued during the year 1809, 
amounted, as will appear by the statement | 
(A.), to $6,527,000 | 
Tae statement (B.) exhibits in detail the 


merchandise and tonnage which aecrued du- | 


| had during the preceding year exceeded the 
receipts by a sum of thirteen hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The difference arises, not from 
ai increase in the receipts, but irom a dimi- 
nution in the expenses, particularly those of 
the military and naval departments. : 
| 2. Last quarter of the year 1810. 


| 
\ 


| The receipts for that quarter wall, it is be- 


several species of merchandise and other | lieved, be more than sufficient to detray the 


it will not, for the whole year, fall short of 


ment of 1,250,000 dollars to the state of | 


| mad toa 4,189,259 25 | 
| sequent to the present year, which will be 
|, received in 1811, will be more than sufficient 
8,174,358 22 | 


} 


i 
i 


| 


| Military and naval departments 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


current éxpenses and interest on the debt ac- 
cruing during the same period. But the pay- 
tmaents,to be made on account of the principal 
of the debt in order to. complete the annual 
appropriation of eight millions of dollars, 
amounting to more than 5,100,000 dollars, a 
loan first negociated for 3,750,000, dnd after- 
wards reduced to 2,750,000 dollars, became 
necessary. The receipts and disbursements 
for that quarter are therefore estimated as 
follows: 


Receipts into the treasury from the ordi- 
nary revenue 


Proceeds of the loan receivable on 3ist of 
December 1810 


Balance in the treasury on 1st Oct. 1810 


2,500,000 


2,750.000 
3,460,000 





8,710,000 
Expenses, civil, military and 


naval, estimated 
Interest accruing on the do- 
mestic debt 


1,570,000 


500.000 


——— _ 2,070,000 
Payments on account of the public debt, 


in order to complete the annual appro- 
priation of eight millions, and including 
the reimbursemént of 31st Dec. 1810, 
on the six per cent, and deferred stocks, 
and that of the same date, of 3,751,125 
exchanged six per cent. stock 


4,640,000 





6,710 000 
, Probable balance in the treasury on 3lst 


| December 1810 ,) 2,000,000 





8,710,000 
S. Year 1811. 

The outstanding revenue bonds, after de- 
ducting the expenses of collection and allow- 
ing for bad debts, will not probably, on the 
| Ist of January 1811, fall short of eleven mil- 


| lions and a half of dollars; the actual reccipts 


| 


| for the year 1811, on account of the sales of 


| lands, may be estimated at five hundred thou- 
| sand: and it is. presumed that the portion of 
the revenue arising from importations sub- 





to pay the debentures payable in that year. 
The actual receipts into the treasury during 


that year may therefore be estimated at 


$ 12,500,000 
Estimating the expenses of government 
for the year 1811, not to exceed the amount 








11,058,767 46 | actually expended during the year ending on 


| the 30th of September 1810, that is to say— 


3,459,029 72 | Expenses of a civil nature, both domestic 


| and foreign 1,240,000 


4,190,006 





5,430,000 
And adding thereto the interest on the 
public debt, estimated at 2,550,000 


_ 


The aggregate of the current expenses, 





exclusively of the payments on account 

of the principal of the debt, would not.. 

exceed 7,980,000 
The payments on account of the principal 

of he debt will be applicable to the an- 

nual reimbursemens of the six per cent. 

and deferred stocks, to the repayment 

of the loan of 2,750,000 dollars effected 





this year, and to the reimbursement in 


























part of the converted six per cent, stock; | 
and must, in order to complete the an- 
nual appropriation of eight millions of 


dollars, amount to 5,450,000 
Making for the whole amount of the ex- 
penditures of the year 1811 13,430,000 


or about one million of dollars more than the re- 
ceipts for (he same year. 


If therefore this estimate could be relied 
on, an authority to borrow one million of dol- 
lars would be sufficient to.enable government 
to pay all the current expenses, and to reim- 
burse nearly four millions and a half of the 

rincipal of the debt, leaving at the same time 
in the treasury a balance of two millions of 
dollars, a sum not greater than what under 
existing circumstances it is elligible to re- 
serve. Buta deficiency may take place In the 
receipts if the amount of debentures should 
exceed what has been estimated; and the ex- 
penses for the military and naval departments 
(which, according to the estumates of those 
departments, and exclusively of the sum ne- 
cessary for fortifications, amount to 4,916,000 
dollars) may be greater than the amount ac- 
tually expended during the year ending on 
the 30th of September 1810. In order to pro- 
vide for these and other unforeseen contin- 
gencies, the propriety, of authorising a reloan 
not exceeding in the whole the,amount of the 
principal of the debt reimbursed during the 
same year, is respectfully submitted. 

PUBLIC DEBT: 

It appears by the statement (D.) that the 
payments on account of the principal of the 
public debt have amounted during the year 
ending on the 30th day of September 1810, 
to 2,884,000 dollars; and during the nime 
years and a half ending ‘on the sameday, to 
near 37,700,000 dollars; exclusively of more 
than six millions of doliars paid in conformity 
with the provisions of the convention with 
Great Britain and of the Louisiana conven- 
tion. 
Taking the calender year 1810 by itself the 
principal of the debt actually reimbursed“will 
amount to'5,163:376 dollars, viz. 

Annual reimbursement of six per cent. 





and deferred stocks 1,412,251 

Reimbursement of the six per cent. ex- 
changed stock 3.751.125 
5,165,576 


From which deducting the loan from the 


bank of 2,750 000 





Leaves for the actual decrease of the debt 
during the year 2,413.376 
The loan authorised by the act of lost svs- 

sion had at first becn negociated in the latter 

end of May, for 3,750,000 dollars; but the 
expenses having proved less than had been 
supposed, it was by mutual consent reduced 
in October to 2,750,000. With that object in 
view, in order that no greater sum should 
be ultimately borrowed than might be ne- 
cessary, and also in order to aveid as long 
as. practicable an increase of stock in the 
market, and that of a more permanent spe- 
cies of debt, a temporary lou from the bank 
of the United States» was preferred to any 





other mode. It is reimbursable on the last 
day of December 1811, with a reservation 
that the bank may, in case of a non-renewal 
of its charter, demand an earlier payment on 
viving three months notice. This condition 
may, if enforced, save some interest to the 
public, and can produce no inconvenience, 
4s there will be no greater difficulty in effect- 
iug a new loan (if necessary) in the middie 
than in the latter end of the year. The do- 
cuments F. G. H. I. show both the object and 
the terms of the loan. 

From what has been stated, it appears that 
no other provisions are necessary for the 
year 1811, than a continuance of the addi- 
tional 2 1-2 per cent. duty, commonly called 
the Mediterranean Fund, and an authority to 
borrow a sum, probably much less, and cer- 
tainly not greater than the amount of the 
principal of the public debt which will be 
reimbursed during the year. But as in con- 
formity with the act of Isttef May 1810, the 
importation of articles the growth, produce 
or manufacture of the dominions, colonics 
and dependencies of Great Britain will be 
prohibited after the 2d day of February next, 
if that nation shall not, before that time, so 
revoke or modify her edicts as that they shall 
cease to violate the neutral commerce of the 
United .States, some provisions appear ne- 
cessary for the purpose of supplying the de- 
ficiency -in the reyenue arising from that 
cause, and of giving to that measure all the 
efficacy of which it is susceptible. 

The probable defalcation in the revenue 
cannot, for obvious reasons, be at this time 
estimated with any degree of precision. The 
experience of the ensuing year can alone af- | 
ford sufficient data for a permanent and de- 
tailed plan adapted to the state of things, and 
culculated to ensure perseverance in the sys- 
tem as long as may be thotight proper. But 








the 2d day of February next, if a revocation 
shall not have taken place before that day. 
But this may have taken place and not b¢ 
known on that day in the United States. If 
the collectors abstain from seizing merchan- 
dise imported after that day, until the fact 
shail have been ascertained and the edicts 
shall have been revoked, the merchandise 
will escape forfeiture, and the law during 
that period will be inoperative. If they seize, 
and the edicts shall have been revoked, the 
seizures will have been illegal, and the col- 
lectors will be liable to personal suits. This 
inconvenience may be, remedied by a provi- 
sion, directing, that during that period it shal! 
be the duty of the collectors to make sei- 
zures, but that the goods shall be restored 
to the parties on their giving bond with sure- 
ties for the value. 

3. No exception has been made by the act 
in favor of vessels which have sailed for the 


proclamation; and the short period of three 
months from the date of that proclamation to 
the day when the law is to take effect will 
occasion forfeitures or heavy losses in cases 
of bona fide American property in England, 
| paid for or ordered prior to the. proclama- 
| tion. It seems in every point of view éligible 
that cases clearly foreseen should be proyi- 
ded for by law, instead of being left to exe- 
cutive discretion. 

4. It is believed that an abandonment. by 
the United States of their share of the pe- 
nalttes and forfeitures which may be incur- 
red, and the distribution of these, according 
to the circumstances of the case, amongst 
the collectors, the other custom house offi- 
cers, he inspectors who heretofore have had 
no share, and the informers, would insure a 
greater degree of zeal und vizilance in de- 
| tecting and preventing intractions of the law. 








in the mean while, it appears essential to lay 
the foundation of such plan and to guard in | 
time against any great deficit in the receipts | 
of the year 1812. It is believed that under 
existing circumstances it would be sufficient 
to render those receipts equal or nearly equal 
to the current expenditure, including therein 


at about eight millions of doilars: and with a 
view to that ebject, a, considerable and im-. 
mediate increase, of the. present dutics. on | 
impertations is respectiuily suggested. 

It is notless important that the act should 
be free of legal difficulties and of well found- 


by every practicable means. On that subject | 
the following observations are submitted. 
1. The law of Ist May, 1810, has neither | 





expressiy defined the edicts, the revocation of | 
which is expected, nor made a notification | 
by the president the ‘evidence and the sole | 
evidence of the fact. It follows that in case 
of an unsatisfactory modification of her edicts 
by Great Britain, the decision of the question 
itself, whether the joniniportation be actu- 
ally in force or not will be left to the courts, 
whence delays and embarrassments will arise 
which will considerably impede the opera- 
tion of the law. 











2. The nonimportation is to take place on 


the interest on the public debt,and estimated | 


ed objections, and that it should be enforced | 


5. Some additiorfal provisions will be ne- 
cessary to eutorce the law on the northern 
fronuer of the United States, amongst which 
| may be reckoned, the erection of some new 





| colicction districts, particularly on the river 


St. Luwrence and in the eastern part of the 
state of Vermont; an increase of salary to 
the collectors in that quarter, inasmuch as 
| under the nonimportation, that part of their 
| compehsation wiich is derived from. feés 
| will be cousiderably reduced, and that which 
urises trom Conimuissions wiiogether lost; and 
an cuthority to the armed force of the Uni- 
ted States to.make seizures. And it must be 
added, that the pecuiuir situation of those 
districts will render condenimations extreme- 
ly difiicuit, uniess.the obligation be imposed 
On persous Claiming merchandise scized 
there to prove that the sameé was legally im- 
ported. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ALBERT GALLATIN, 
Treasury Department, December 10, 1810. 

The letter and report having been read, 
so much thereof as relates to the revenue 
was referred to the committee of ways and 
means, and so much as relates to the act 
respecting commercial intercourse, &c: to 
the committee of forcign relations. 





| British East Indies prior to the president’s. 
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Accompanying the message of the president 
of the United States to congress, respect- 
ing West Florida. 

(Continued. ) 

Extract of a letter from governor Holmes of the 
Mississippi Territory, to the secretary of state, 
dated October 17, 1810. 

“* The enclosed letter I have been request- 
ed to transmit to you.” 

To the Hon. Robert Smith, secretary of state for 

the United States. 
Sir, 

The convention of the state of Florida 
have already transmitted an official copy of 
their act of independence, through his excel- 
lency gov. Holmes, to the president of the 
United States, accompanied with the expres- 
sion of their hope and desire, that this com- 
monwealth may be immediately acknowledg- 
ed and protected, by the government of the 
United States, as an integral part of the Ame- 
rican Union. On a subject so interesting to 
the community represented by us, it is ne- 
cessary that we should have the most direct 
and unequivocal assurances of the views and 
wishes of the American government without 
delay, since our weak and unprotected situ- 
ation will oblige us to look to some foreign 
government for support, should it be refused 


to us by the country which we have consi- 


dered as our parent stute. 

We therefore make this direct appeal 
through you, to the president and general 
government of the American states, to soli- 
cit that immediate protection, to which we 
consider ourselves entitled: and to obtain a 
ypeedy and favorable decision, we offer the 
following considerations: Ist. The govern- 
ment of the United States, in their instruc- 
tions to the envoys extraordinary at Paris, in 
March 1806, authorised the purchase of East 
Florida, directing them at the same time to 
engage France to intercede with the cabinet 
of Spain, to relinquish any claim to the ter- 
ritory which now forms this commonwealth. 
2d. In all diplomatic correspondence with 
American ministers abroad, the government 
of the United States have spoken of West 
Florida as a part of the Louisiana cession. 
They have legislated for the country as a part 
of their own territory, and have deferred to 
take possession of it, in expectation that Spain | 
might be induced to relinquish her claim by | 








intention to subjugate us, as they would an 
invasion of their territory by a foreign ene- 
my. 4th. The emperor of France has invited 
the Spanish Americans to declare their inde- 
pendence, rather than remain in subjection 
to the old Spanish government; therefore an 
acknowledgement of our independence by 
the United States could not be complained 
of by France, or involve the American go- 
vernment in any contest with that power. 
5th. Neither can it afford any just cause of 
complaint to Great Britain, although she be 
the ally of Spain, that the United States 
should acknowledge and support our inde- 
pendence; as this measure was necessary to 
save the country from falling into the hands 
of the French exiles from the island of Cuba, 
and other partizans of Bonaparte who are the 
eternal enemies df Great Britain. 

Should the United States be induced, by 
these or any other considerations, to acknow- 
ledge our claim to their protection, as an in- 
tegral part of their territory, or otherwise, we 
feel it our duty to claim for our constituents 
an immediate admission into the union as an 
independent state, or as a territory of the 
United States, with permission to establish 
our own form of government, or to be united 
with one of the neighboring territories, or a 
part of one of them, in such manner as to form 
a state. Should it be thought preper to an- 
nex us to one of the neighboring territories, 
or a part of one of them, the inhabitants of 
this commonwealth would prefer being an- 
nexed to the island of Orleans, and in the 
mean while, until a state government should 
be established, that they should be governed || 5. 
by the ordinances already enacted by this 
convention, and by their further regulations 
hereafter. 

The claim which we have to the soil, or 
unlocated lands, within this commonwealth, 
will not, it is presumed, be contested by the 
United States, as they have tacitly acquies- 
ced in the claim of France or Spain for seven 
year's, and the restrictions of the several em- 
bargo and nonintercourse laws might fairly 
be construed, if not as a relinquishment of 


| their claim, yet at least sufficient to entitle 
| the people of this commonwealth (who have 


wrested the government and country from 
Spain, at the risk of their lives and fortunes) 
to all the unlocated lands. It will strike the 


! American government, that the monies aris- 


amicable negociation. 3d. The American go- | ing from the sales of these lands, applied, as 
vernment hus already refused to accredit any i they will be, to improving the internal com- 
minister from the Spanish Junta, which body | munications of the country, opening canals, 


was certainly more legally organized, as the | 
fepresentative of the sovereignty, than that | 


now cailed the regeucy of Spain; therefore | 
the United States cannot butregard any jorce | eng 


or authority emanating from them, with an 


| &c. &e. will in fact be adding to the pros- 


perity and strength of the federal union. 
To fultil with good faith our promises and 
ag¢ements to the inhabitants of this coun- 


try, it will be our duty to stipulate for an un- 





qualified A for all atari now resid- 
ing within this commonwealth, together with 
an exemption from further service in the 
army or navy of the United States. 

A loan of 100,000 dollars is solicited of the 
American government, to be reimbursed at 
3, 6 and 9 years, from the sales of public 
lands. This loan may be made by the secre- 
tary of the treasury immediately, without 
committing the government or making it 
known to foreign ministers at Washington. 

In order not to embarrass the cabinent of 
the United States and to receive first, through 
their own confidential agents, their wishes 
and views with respect to us, it is deemed 
prudent to defer the departure of our envoy 
already named, who will be despatched imme- 
diately on receiving information that such a 
measure will meet the approbation of the U. 
States. 

We pray you to accept the assurance of 
our respect and high consideration. 

By order of the convention. 
(Signed) JOHN RHEA, president. 
Baton Rouge, Oct. 10, 1810. 
—_— 


HEALTH OFFICE, 
December 15, 1810. 
Interments in the city and liberties of Philadelphia 
from the 8th to the 15th December, 1810. 


Diseases. ad.ch. Diseases. ad. cb, 
Asthma 1 O Inflam. brain OA 
Atrophy 2 OQ Inflam. stomach 0 2 
Consumption oflungs7 1 Inflam. bowels 2 0 
Convulsions 8 10 Inflam. liver 2 0 
Decay 1 1 Mortification 12D 
Diarrhoea 1 0 Palsey 10 
Dropsy in the brain 0 2 Small pox, natural.O J 
Debility 1 0 Still born 0 10 
Fever, typhus O 1 Syphilis 10 

Fever, puerperal 1 0 -_— 
Fever, inflammatory 1 0 28 32 
Gout 1 0 ee 
Whooping cough 0 2 Total 55 
Hives a1 

Of the above there were, 
Under 1 year 23 Between S0and60 8 
Between 1 and 2 2 ‘60 78 14 
5 7 70 = B80 1 
5 0 20 698 lO 
10 20 0 99 100 O 
20 30 5 — 
30 «40 4 Total 55 
40 50 9 


By order of the Board of Health. 
JOHN ALLISON, Clerk. 


STATE OF THE THERMOMETER. 
9 o’clock. 12 0’clock. 30’cloek. 


December 10 41 46 43 
11 35 58 835 
12 81 31 32 
13 36 40 35 
14 31 38 33 
15 29 36 34 
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